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| Iva ihe oral enlightened a1 15 W Wei 
of Society, it is not for the Inst Roman 8 
TH0L1Cs alone ts continue filent.— Not accufed of 
any crime; not cotiſcious f any delinduency, 5 
they ſuffer a privation of rights and conveniencies, 
the penalty reſerved, in wiſe ſtates, for offences 
of atrocious magnitude. It does not become chem. 
whillt with liberality ever to be gratefülly remem- 
bered, many deſcriptions of theilt Fellow-eittzens 
compaſſionate their ſituation, to ſeem indifferent 
to the deſirable, and, they hope, not diſtant = 
of their emancipation. —They wiſh to aſcercaih,” 
upon what terms they may venture to ſettle in 1 Fl I 
| Country, which they love with the rational prefer- 
ence of Men, not the ſimplicity of puerile acqui-. 5 
eſtence.— —It is not for the IxisH CAT Holes, 
armed as their cauſe is with reaſon. and juſtice, ; 5 
like public foes to ſeek advantage from public ca- Bi | 
lamity.—They ou ght to advance their claim at. 
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time moſt favourable to diſcuſſion, when the con- % 
dition of the Empire is flouriſhing and tranquil.— 
They might ſeem culpable to their Country, if, 
e to diflemble w what it were utmanly not to 


i F 
- * - f ® 7 
- . b ; . 
| 


pt * 


* 


. 


8 % 
+ 


5 54 PE 
7 4: 5 1 | 


"fa, Gy ee their proceblizus in ambaſcade 
to augment the perplexities of ſome critical emer- 
gency.— They ſhould be culpable to poſterity, if 


they omitted to profit of the general in inclination of 


public ſentimenu -L. They“ Thould/ be culpable do 

themſelves, if they fuffered an imputation to ſub-. 
ſiſt, that in the extent of the Britiſh territory they 
alone ſubmit, without repining, to a mortifying 


and oppreſſive bondage, de rading to the 


LLC lves, 


| and PET nicious. to. their, country. They conceive 4 
| that in the preſent ſtate. of things, their ſlence bt 
: might be e as ee ol 
tions, ee e %%% ͤ x 845d - 


ſuch e 
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e by theſe ations and. rat. 155 


ed by a recent tranſaction, that although laws may 
| be ſhameful and prepoſterous, there is no Security; 
that they! ſhall not be enforced, —for. even in a 
Fhilofophic age there will be bigots and tyrants, 

Te the votaries of freedom are moſt ſanguine. Jl”. 
A number of Roman Carnoiics,, reſident in., 

- Dublin, have. formed themſelyes into 2 Society, 1 
which they : invite their Fellow. ſufferers throughout 

the Nation to unite with, which ſhall have for i its 


obje& to conſider, and, individually, to ſupport, _ 
with all their zeal, and perſonal influence, ſuch . 


meaſures,” not inconſiſtent with their. duty to the | 


Civil Magiftrate, as ſhall appear likely to relieve 0] 


them from the oppreſſions and diſqualifications, 5 
| impoſed 1 in this Country on perſons profeſſing the... 
' Roman CarroLic Religion. W e therefore, do g 
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„ 1 agen b e a. 3 
: t all legal and conſtitutional 7 means to procure the re. 1 
peal of the laws by which we are aggrieved, as 
ROMAN Carnovies. T hat .. we. will promt 
repeated applications to every, branch of. the legiſlature | 
for. that pur poſe; and afſift ſuch applications hy all 
17 rot nean of tegal Rent, e ee at LY: tinebe | of 
SE ub e,, 
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1 1 19 10 Fa * it e might pr prove diſguſting, 1 
2 n recount each indivi vidua ual. grievance. under which 
5vg 38 £7 
we de Tie MAN CATHOLICS ſeem preſerv- 
el in this Land but as a ſaurce' of Revenue. Ihe 
5 whole legillative, the whole executive, the whole 
judicial power of the State, is in the hands of men, 
over whom they have no controul, and with whom 
. they can have little intercourſe.— They are prohi- 
bited to engage in any mode of induſtry, from 
which i it is poſſible to debar them, or which is 
| worth the monopoly. They are reſtricted in the 
1 education of their children, —as conſcientious men 
N we cannot lightly abandon. our. Religion, —as pru- Me 
£0 dent. men we heſitate to engage in controverſial 
| ſtudy; the wiſeſt have been bewildered in ſuch 
purſuits, and they are for the moſt part incompa- 
tible with our neceſſary occupations.— Nor is 
55 there any moral advantage held out as an induce- 
ment to change our Creed. It is not pretended 
that we ſhould become better men, or more duti- 
ful ſubjects, but merely, experimentaliſts in Reli- 
eien, ſeek to gratify they: e by forcing. n 
377 ; Fe n 
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rious p ces 
always the moſt deſerving among our Proteſtant 


n | 


and freedom. They may look with envy to the 


ſubjects of an arbitrary Monarch, and contraſt 
| that government, in which one great tyrant ra- 

_ yages. the land, with the thouſand inferior deſpots, 
whom at every inftant they muſt encounter. They 
have the buſtle and cumberſome forms, 1 5 
|| the advantages, of Liberty. The octennial pe 

__ riod, at which the - delegated truſt of legiſlation | 
|| revoked, and his importance reſtored to the con- . 
ſtituent, returns büt to diſturb their tranquillity, 


end revive the recolle&ton of their debaſement.— 


All the activity, all the popular arts of elektion- 
cering canvas, enforce the ideas of their inſi ignt- - 


ſicance; they exemplify it too; witneſs the ya- 
eference given by perſons of rank to, not 


Countrymen ;—a preference nearly as derrientat._. 
in ren enen 10 U us. : Me 
There exi 97 wt on their behalf « any tintroul over © 


| power. — They have felt the truth of this aſſertion, 
C when in this age of toleration, even within the laſt 


eight years, ſeveral new penal ſtatutes have been 


enacted againſt them. They experience it daily, 1 
| not alone i in the” great deliberations 'of the r 5 


The mae 71 E to pes i our is nj 
| i calomity, and their misfortunes ſeem likely tö 
increaſe, as the country ſhall improve in proſperity - 
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1 in dhe une cangerns. * mans Als 2 
Not alone in the levy, of public money for the fer- 
_ ics of the ſtate, but in the local impoſition, of 
county and. parochial taxes; We appeal to our 
rulers, we appeal tp Ireland, we appeal to Eurcpe, 
if we deſerve a place 1 in Society, Mould we ſeem. 
: willing to inſinuate that Ae Aa ſituation i is s Not fe- N 


| vo ly ee 9 55 een 
73 Wee dbl 3 pe lot me ben 


againſt us will prove but feebly! beneficial, unlefſs 
the act be fanctioned by the concurrence of our 
Prateſtant brethren, and thoſe jealouſies removed 
by which: the ſocial intercourſe af private liſe i: 
" interrupted. —<lt! is time we ſhould ceaſe td be 5 
diſtinct nations, farcibly encloſed within the limits. 
of ane iſland;—- It mall be a capital object of ort 8 
inſtitution to encourage the ſpirit of harmony, and 
ſentiments ef affection, which the ties of common 1 
| jntereſt, and common country, ought, ere now, - _ 
to haue inſpired. >Countrymen.; too long haus wa 
— fallered ourſelves to be oppaſed in rival factions ta | 
each other, the ſpart of . thoſe-wha felt no zender- 5 
neſs for either. Why ſhould! a diverſity of ſenti- 
ment, fo. uſual, where ths matter in debate ia ab- 
ſtruſe or important, ſeparate thoſe whom Heaven 
placed together for mutual benefit and conſolation? 
Objects material in their day produced hoſtility 


between our anceftors, The cauſes of that diſcord © 
have ceaſed to exiſt; let the enmity tos periſn. 
15% Has 1 nn, ee 9 


5 of the great, 2s it will ſerve to tranquillize the 


as it muſt impart new importance to their ſenti- 


depreſſed; under their influence, public ſpirit is 
enervated. IT 18 THE INTEREST OF EVERY. 
MAN IN IRELAND, THAT THE ENTIRE 
Cop SHOULD BE ABOLISHED: It is the - 
ere of che Crown, as it muſt promote the ge- 


Ages, to o Prevent an recurrence af ſuch -unnatural 
and calamitous diſſenſion — except in the actual | 
diſcharge of the religious duties, which conſcience 
Tenders inevitable, wewiſh the renever ſhall be found 

* trace of difference, which oY 1 Ae ut 


into nine communities. 4 . 
5 19 55 
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"The mt effefts of theſe 1 are not con- 
med to thoſe of our Religion ;—they extend to 
every indb vidual, and every public body in the 
nation; — under the weight of them, induſtry i is. ; 


neral happineſs of the ſubjects.—It is the intereſt 


intry, and to encourage induſtry; — It i is the. © 
Ass inge of the middle and inferior ranks, i 


_ 


ments, and to the expreſſion of their ſentiments, 5 
we call upon every order in the \ſtate, not alone by | 
their benevolence and juſtice, but by their pptriot- : * 
iſm and ſelf intereſt, 82 e wh. our 0s: | 
lions. Log a TAE ĩ ( 


124 * 


"as ls = \;nfule of Mak to: _ 1 ; 1 
of the Iriſh Catholics, that the number of perſons. 
aggrieved, in every other inſtance an ind hements:! 9 
io redreſs, is a reaſon alledged to procraſti 
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1 wa an ; argument uſed to 4 ae on / 57 


their murmurs. — Is it their act, that a multitude. 


of Irifhmen are aggregated by common grievance, . 120 b 


and elaſſed in one great community of fellow. ſuf. 


ferers? Why accuſe them of hoſtility to the con- +l 
ſtitution? They earneſtly ſolicit to participate in 


5 its advantages. — ſuſpect them of ene to 
their Country ? — They deſire entirely t to incorpo- 


1 rate themſelves with i it to contract cloſer. ties, which Me Oh 


7 5 ſhall decide them t to ane their poſteriry i irrevo- e 


to the eſtabliſhed Church; adverſity has in. 
ſtructed us, that all the conſolations, which our 
religion promiſes, are moſt faithfully and tenderly | 


_ adminiſtered by - Paſtors, with moderate appoint- þ 


ments, a free gift of gratitude to the kindeſt be- 
nefaftors,— altidiouſly excluded from the conſti- 1 


tution, we can pronounce on it, but as aliens, by N 


ſpeculation. We diſcern in it the means of much 
happineſs; we regret that its ſymmetry i is not com- 5 
: plete, a chaſm remains which might | be filled with 
advantage by the Rowan CATHOLICS e have 
neither paſſion, nor intereſt at variance with the 


order of things i it profeſſes to eſtabliſh. —We deſire 1 4 


only chat property in our hands, may have its na- 
tural weight, and merit in 1 Re its rational 
: encouragement: | We have ſworn Allegiance to 

our Sovereign, and the very evils we complain of, 


prove how inviolable is our attachment to Tach, 5 


obligations. We reſpect the peerage, the orna- 0 <1 


| N - the ſtate 585 bulwark of the people; 5 in- | 
„ 1 75 5 B 7 . terpoüng, 


| 2 10 "x Te 
| 4erpoſing, as we hope the Iriſh Catholics will = 
rience, mediatory good offices between „ 
and the objects of it. We ſolicit a ſhare of intereſt 
in the exiſtence of the commons, do you require 
an additional teſt? We offer one more unequivo- 
cal than a volume of abjurations, ue hope to be 
74 rec, and will endeavour to be united, Do you re- 
quire. new proofs of our ſincerity ? We ſtood by 
you in the exigencies of our country. We extend 
our hands the pledge of cordiality.-Who is he that 


Krall a 2 friend to lala, and will w 
5 us 4 ” ”— | 


op feel lee juſtified i in this 8 1 
The period draws near when it will befit the IAI 
 CaTgoLIcs' to Approach the legiſlature with re- 
ſpeatul ſolicitation ; it is meet that thoſe who ſuf. 
fer ſhould confer, in order to aſcertain the means 
: and matter of redreſs likely to prove at once ſatis- 
factory and ſucceſsful.—]It is inſinuated that ſome 
of our Proteſtant Brethren are. adverſe to our 
emancſpation; it is meet we ſhould inveſtigate the 
"grounds of this ſtrange aſſertion: The laws that: 
have ſeparated us from our Countrymen, deſtroy- 
ing our intercourſe with bodies conſtituted by au- 
5 dee. leave us no other manner to collect, or 
ö 4 10 convey the general ſenſe of our grievances, than, 
wis of a ſelf-created Society. We mean not to 
1 55 interfere with the harmony now happily ſubſilting 
through the nation: if the applications on our 
55 e are complied with, we can never haye kn” 
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5 RO" 1 1 rejefted, we enmbibs 4 an n inteteſt 


le ROMAN CarnoLic body meaſured ſtrength 
with the power of the State and was ante 


when it poſſeſſed a force, that never more can be Z 


5 exerted, and vas oppoſed to enemies far leſs nu- 


fiſcations of that period are confirmed to the pre- 


ſent occupiers by immemorial poſſeſſion, by: the. 


now it ſhould: encounter.—The con- 


UE to interrupt it—Engaged for the moſt part in „ 0 
various departments of commerce, we are con- 
cerned not leſs than any other claſs of citizens, io 
cultivate the bleflings of tranquillity 3 individually 2 
| we have more at ſtake than ſome; who preſume 1 
fülſify our motives, and calumniate our actions. 


utter impoſſibility of aſcertaining the: original pro 


prietors, by the perſonal and pecuniary intereſt, 
of almoſt every Roman CATHOLIC in the land, 


to maintain the ſetilement. Many of our commu- . 
nion already have, and ſtill more are likely toe g 
pend their property on titles derived under theſe 
7 forfeitures. It is not from the wealthy; attached a 
their preſent enjoyment, that commotion. is to be 
apprehended.—It is not from the induſtrious, 4 


ſingle year of anarchy muſt. proye fatal to their 


cotnpetence.—It is not from the poor, a wretched 
band of flayes, mouldering under theſe bad laws, 
and only made uſe of to degrade the Iriſh Catholics = 

to a rabble, when i it is convenient to deſpiſe them. 


; Weare willing to forget, that any beſides the pre- _ 
ſent race, ever exiſted in this iſland. We long: 


5 hyve beets willing to. forget it; if our melken 
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1. will e 5 idnphrtice, 1 3 
ting aſſiduity, to procure the benefit: of that con- 
ſlitution which, of all our fellow. ſubjects, is de- 
nied alone to thoſe of our perſuaſion We are 
amenable to all the decrees of the State; we on- 
tribute to all its exigencies; we are ſtill to be 1 in- : nod 
formed uren what grounds its advantages are 

de a opoly to our excluſion . We chal- | 
lenge an in ve igation of our principles and con- 
duct, we feel not in ourſelves, we know not that 
there is in our brethren, a deſiciency of manly pi 

Tit, of capacity or virtue, which ought to aſſign to 

the rid Roman CaraoLtc an inferior rank 


Bo among the creatures of our common father.— 
If we haye a crime it is to have ſlept over our a 

chains, — dur e eee e 1 
, ee ſolicit ane | 4 

1 font themſelve onheeded. 

of 3 N 2 / [1 
0 the phirabage; of ths - we e peculiarly 
| A 


recommend ourſelves, —where, talents have 15 

among us, they hav been compelled 10 ee . 
fuge in a foreign cuntrp or they have perihe s 
in their peer len of rows pb eek eo 


&' 


„ %% © oa 
DS, We claim as s of right the benefit of- open __ : OY 
ere War ee ph pth 1 5 


1 


. 4 | — a. 
1 it is 9a our loom. to > faffer, 1 we. eber g but at 
Rt : 1a let. us learn what imputation of crimes, en 05 

5 inſtigate, or what motives of expediency can ac 


count for the denunciation. of that heavy jud 
ment.— That, if loyalty, which ſtrong temptations. 
could never alienate ; if exemplary. good „ 8 
-moſt trying circumſtances ; if reverence. 2 | 
to a conſtitution, which in, our native. land we are, 


1 forbidden to approach, be infufficient to remove. 
unjuſt aſperſio ions, and entitle us to the kin i 


1 and confidence of our brethrenz we may be at leaſt 145 

| inftrufted how we thoutd atone for W 1 

nt deem incxpiable. —The ; 
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0 5 15 my count ry,. that I will uſe all n as | 
ke attainment of an impar. 
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| 8 and influence i in t 
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tial and adequate repreſentation of the Iriſh, Nati on 55 
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„ WHEN we reflet Hawks ofien the Free 1 , 
. Freeholders of Dublin have been convened, 
humbly to expreſs their grievances to Parliament 
how often they have ſolicited the enaction of 2 
good, and the repeal of bad laws how often, 
for ſucceſſive years, they have petitioned againſt 
the obnoxious. and unconſtitutional police act 3 
and how often all theſe applications have been 
treated with the moſt perfect contumacy and 
 contempt—when theſe facts are brought to re. 
collection, i is there an honeſt man will ſay, That 
the Houſe of Commons have the ſmalleſt reſpect 
for the people, or believe themſelves their legiti- 
mate repreſentatives }—The fact i is, that the Ho 
majority of that Houſe conſider themſelves a 
„ the repreſentatives of their own money, or the 
bdba.red ſervants of the Engliſh, government; _whole 
Miniſter here is appointed for the ſole purpoſe 1 75 
dealing out corruption to them—at the expence 
de Ink liberty, Iriſh commerce, and Iriſh i improve- 
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ment.— This being the caſe, it naturally follows, 
that ſuch Miniſter i; is not only the fepreſernatgng of | 


2 


8 


_ K wy * 
= the Engliſh: 8 againſt this country, il is alſo _ 
F the ſole repreſentative of the people of Ireland. To 5 
elucidate which aſſertion, it is only neceflary i 
alk, whether a ſingle queſtion in favour of this 
oppreſſed nation can be carried without his e ee 


> And whether any "meaſure, however mimi of, 5 
* not Grough wy ra wo aa 8 8 
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In this ſtate of jet way: no = Og remains 

for us. but in the ſincere and hearty union of all . 

| "the people, for a complete and radical reform of 
Parliament ; j bocauſe it is obvious, that” one party 

* along have been ever unable to obtain 2 fingle 
4 bleſſing for their country; and the policy of our 
rulers have been always ſuch,” ay to keep. the dif- N 

ferent ſects at variance, in which they have been 
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p dutet too well e by our own . 15 welt ET) 
1 the anc then of this great and im. 
| portant object —for the removal of abſurd and _ 
ruinous diſtinctions—and for promoting 2 com- 5 
plete coalition of the people —a Club has been 
formed, compoſed of all religious perſuaſions, „ 
Who have adopted for their name The Society of = : 
United Iriſhmen of Dublin, —and have wb 1 
their Declaration that of a Bens Wwe in Be 5 
Aft. : 
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"Faw are, or + oth! to 13 a 1 our eaſe, . 


we have ſpoken —We have faid that the conſt. 
tution of this" country, if it deſires,” or deſerves 
to be free, muſt comprehend THE PEOPLE. 
We have ſaid that the firſt law is the general will, 


and the determination of that will muſt be— that 5 


every citizen, without diſtinction of birth, poſſeſ- 
fions or talents, ſhould enjoy the natural rights of 
perſonal ſecurity, perſonal freedom, and private 
property; the right of ſerving God according to 
his conſcience, and the power of defending theſe 
_ rights We have ſaid. that 1 no man. can be free 

1 N „ whole | 


be exceedingly own i — 5 
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55 whoſe life, property and opinions are at the dil. 


cretion of others, to whoſe appointment he has no 


choice, and over whoſe conduct he has no con- 
troul We have ſaid therefore that our great 
object was to effectuate an adequate repreſentation 


of the people in Parliament to deſtroy the deſpo- . 


tiſm of diſcretionary delegation, and to conduct 


the community by the impulſe of rrs own will : 


Of this will, you form a great part, —lf to be a 
free nation has only to WII I. it, let us will it— 
let all our enmities reſt with the bones of our 


anceſtors : : Differing in our religion, as we differ 


25 in jour faces, but reſembling each other in the 
great features of humanity; let us unite to vindi- 
ceeate the rights of our common nature; let the de- 


ciſiwe and unanimous voice of the Society at large. 9; 
of the body of the People, the mighty and irreſiſt- 


ible.  WHOL de e it t b be 
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. Some: time e fince fo 'W arded hw the Catholic Society 
of Dublin, to the various eities, 1 and 
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Hav 1 _- e a 1 
different parts of Ireland, that ſeveral ill- informed 
| Catholics, urged forward by. deſigning. men, are 
1 endeavouring to excite an oppoſition of ſentiment 
againſt the declaration of the Catholic Society of 25 
Dublin — We think it our duty (knowing. your 
| Zeal for our common intereſts,) to give you this 
early intimation, that you may exert all your in- 
fluence to fruſtrate an —— lo. "nf dious and 8 
en., e T3 | 
| As the beſt defence of X Re „ we | 
tranſmit you a copy — you will find it, fimply, a 
clear and ſtrong ſtatement of the grievances which / 2 
we have long ſuffered—it calls for an inveſtigation - 
of theſe grievances—and ſurely public diſcuſſion _ 
cannot injure that cauſe: which has for its advocate 
truth, juſtice and ſound policy? — So far from i inju- 
uf ring, we e know that this declaration has rouſed the 
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reigning poveer to an enquiry Into thoſe ws 


EE by which we are opprefled; which enquiry we 5 


think would not have taken'place at the preſent a 
1; but for the on” i ebe ſociety. 185 


3 
1 


All we require at our brethren. is, Sn oy 
| fland on the ſtrong. round 8 Ee Hehe, 
| [ently ceceding - Avoiding, forthe preſent, al 
kinds of declaratior 

with confidence, on the exertions of their delegates 


in Dublin, who being placed at the ſource pf -in- 


formation, aàre the more competent to 7 
te intereſt of the catholic body at this very 
5 periad. — We. again exhort 'you to an le 5 
_ filence, as any ſpecies of declaration or addreſs, at 10 
this time, (however innocent or plauſible it in ap- 


pearance) might be attended rt the oak fatal 5 
een 10 the 3 12 55 
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8 the <ounty 'of KERRY, finding that certain 


writings are publiſhed in this kingdom, and aſſoci- 


ations attempted to be formed, which migkt — 
bly ſow the ſeeds of diſcontent and impatience 
amongſt the lower claſſes of our perſuafion, . hum- 


bly beg leave, under theſe circumſtances, to pre- 


ſent your Excellency the moſt unfeigned aſſu- 


rances of our unſhaken loyalty, perfe& ſubmiſſion : 


to the laws, and moſt gratefal and dutiful attach- 


' + and to. ib Majeſty' 8 perſon and government; 
we alſo humbly. entreat your Excellency to accept 
our humble Declaration, that we hold in abhor- 


rence every act, that can in the remoteſt degree, 
favour of faction, or excite commotion in the 


State; that we are firmly determined always to 
poſevers in that peaceable conduct, which has 


merited, for our Body, a relaxation of the Penal - 
Statutes, made i in angry times againſt them; 5 and, ; 
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